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Title I Section 1003 School Improvement Digital Learning Grant 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

 

Questions Responses 

Where can I find the link to the application 
online?  

All Digital Learning Grant resources can be 
found on the School and District Effectiveness 
webpage under Title I, Part A, Section 1003 
School Improvement Grants 

Are only federally identified schools (CSI, 
TSI, and Promise) eligible to apply for this 
grant or can all systems apply?  

Only federally identified schools can apply for 
this grant. 

Is there a word count limit for each 
section?  

There is no word count limit.  We encourage 
you to be concise in your responses. 

Would it be helpful to submit proposals at 
100% funding-75% funding-50% funding 
levels in order to help spread funds 
among the most schools?  

We encourage schools to apply for 100% of 
their eligible grant funds, ensuring requests are 
reasonable, necessary and based on need and 
proposed services to the target population, not 
to exceed $200 per student. GaDOE will use 
the 2019 October FTE count to determine the 
number of eligible recipients per school. 

Can funds be used to purchase Go 
Guardian?  

Yes, funds can be used to purchase Go 
Guardian or other software to support digital 
learning needs. 

Are you sending a recording for this 
webinar?  

The webinar was recorded and can be found 
here, along with all other grant resources 

National guidance is recommending that 
schools include tech and non tech 
support plans for students. It seems this 
grant requires only digital support for 
students. Is that correct?  

Yes, this grant is to address needs around 
digital learning only.  All federally identified 
schools will continue to receive their 
allocations to support those non-tech supports. 

Would the grant be available in the future 
for districts after considering the End of 
Life (E.O.L) use of laptops and 
Chromebooks. Most software/hardware 
devices become obsolete after a short 
period of time.   

Although this grant is only being offered at this 
time, all federally identified schools will 
continue to receive allocations.  These funds 
can be used to address any refresh needs. 

Other info has come out to support 
schools with high numbers of students in 
dual enrollment courses... is this a 
separate grant?  

Yes, this is a separate grant from the dual 
enrollment support opportunities. 

https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/1003-School-Improvement-Grants-.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/1003-School-Improvement-Grants-.aspx
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/School-Improvement-Services/Pages/Title-I-Section-1003-School-Improvement-Competitive-Grants.aspx


Questions Responses 

How much funding is available for this 
opportunity? 

Applicants may request funds that are 
reasonable, necessary and based on need and 
proposed services to the target population, not 
to exceed $200 per student. GaDOE will use 
the 2019 October FTE count to determine the 
number of eligible recipients per school. 

Can we apply as a district vs at the 
school level, i.e. can we submit one 
application for all eligible schools?   

In an effort to provide ongoing flexibility to 
schools and districts at this time, SDE will 
allow districts to submit one application for all 
identified schools as long as the needs for 
each school applying are clearly outlined and 
there is a separate budget template for each 
school. 

Are manipulative kits that go with certain 
digital applications allowed?  

Yes, manipulative kits that are part of a digital 
application are allowable. 

Some schools were taken off the list in 
November yet they were given the entire 
year to continue their work. Will these 
schools continue to be identified for 
SY21, since the DOE did say the 2019-
2020 list will be the same for 2020-2021?
  

Only those schools identified in the current 
MOA signed by districts in 2020 will be eligible 
to apply for the Digital Learning Grant.   

I’m aware that the student count will be 
based off 2019, but as we move into the 
new school year and utilizing a specific 
program, if our usage exceeds our 2019 
FTE count in the next school year, how 
would we manage that?  

This grant will only be based on the 2019 FTE.  
However, future funding allocated by SDE can 
be leveraged to fill technology needs that are 
identified in the comprehensive needs 
assessment. 

If students don't have internet access, 
could hotspots be included as part of the 
grant?  

Hotspot devices (hardware) can be purchased 
as part of the grant but we are unable to use 
1003 school improvement funds to pay for 
monthly connection. Federal Programs is 
allowing Title I Part A funds to be used for both 
the cost of the hotspot as well as the monthly 
connection fee. We will continue to research 
the allowability of 1003 school improvement 
funds for connectivity. 

Are you aware of the device supply chain 
challenges for the country?  

LEAs should select vendors with device 
availability that meet their identified needs.   

If we experience "loss" of items, will there 
be a requirement to replace every item 
(100%) with local funds? Thinking ahead 
to inventory reviews that may be possible 
in monitoring activities.  

LEAs should follow the procedures outlined in 
their federal programs guidelines related to 
replacement of lost or stolen items. 

Inclusive of PK or just K-5, K-12? Grant funds can be used for federally identified 
schools, which includes Pre-K. 



Questions Responses 

When discussed at highest levels, please 
understand our biggest obstacle and 
greatest inequity is children not having 
internet access at home. Can prohibition 
on internet access be reconsidered? 

The GaDOE has been working to identify 
opportunities for the existing offers of free 
Internet (Comcast, etc.). Please review the two 
sites below for possible resources.  
https://www.everyoneon.org/ 
 https://broadband.georgia.gov/georgia-
internet-access-covid-19-update 
We also encourage districts to consider 
alternate funding sources to secure internet 
access.  Title IV, Part A funds are awarded to 
100% of the LEAs in Georgia every fiscal year 
and may be utilized to support the purchase of 
hardware/software required to address 
accessibility needs.  Please reach out to 
GaDOE’s Title IV team with any questions.  
Contact information can be found here.   

Will there be a way to digitally sign? Yes, we are working on a process for digital 
signatures and will provide more direction prior 
to the application submission date. 

If the school needs to buy locks for the 
devices, is this in addition to the $200? 
This would be important if they are 
allowing students to have the devices at 
home.  

Schools can use grant funds to purchase locks 
but there will not be an additional amount 
allocated for this purchase.  Each school is 
eligible for up to $200 per student based on 
the 2019 October FTE. 

If a digital signing is not acceptable, will a 
scanned copy of signatures from the 
document be acceptable? 

Scanned copies of signatures are acceptable. 

Will districts be able to amend their 
current Justification of Expenses to 
purchase technology? 

Yes, districts will have the opportunity to 
amend their Justification of Expenses for their 
1003 allocations. 

Could these funds be used to purchase 
insurance for lost, stolen, or damaged 
devices?   

Yes, these funds can be used to purchase 
insurance. 

 
Please continue to submit questions.  We will update the FAQ on an ongoing basis. 
 

 

https://www.everyoneon.org/
https://broadband.georgia.gov/georgia-internet-access-covid-19-update
https://broadband.georgia.gov/georgia-internet-access-covid-19-update
https://www.gadoe.org/School-Improvement/Federal-Programs/Pages/SSAE.aspx

